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Did you know that any airplane brought in to the 

model shop will receive 3 free raffle tickets. Bring in 

your models each month for your free tickets, and to 

share ideas. 

Cover  photo:  Aerial shot from 400 

feet above the Walt Good Model Field 

in Boyds, MD Go Hero Camera Ra-

dian glider  Spektrum Telemetry.  

MASTERING  STRAIUGHT  L INES  PG 2 

CLUB  MEETING  M INUTES  PG 3 

BOARD  MEETING  M INUTES  PG 4 

BOARD  MEETING  M INUTES  PG 5 

SOCCERPLEX /DISCOVERY  INDOORS  PG 6 

DCRC EVENTS  AND  HAPPENINGS  PG 7 

Written by  Dave Scott   

As featured on page 45 in the De-

cember 2011 issue.   

INTRODUCTION:  When most peo-

ple learn to drive a car, they work 

hard at keeping the car going 

straight. This is mostly because of 

holding in the steering wheel cor-

rections too long and trying to 

ñsteerò the car straight.  

After a while, weôre able to keep the 

car straight with little effort because 

we start appreciating that most de-

viations can be corrected with a 

simple little nudge upon the wheel, 

and weôre confident that if one 

nudge doesnôt do the job, we can 

always apply another. Thus, apply-

ing small nudges to the steering 

wheel produces straighter lines and 

reduces the number of corrections 

we have to make.   

Small, brief (not held in) bumps of 

aileron or rudder have precisely the 

same effect, helping us fly 

straighter lines, as well as making 

small course changes without over-

controlling.   

Bump Applications:  Proficient pi-

lots use small bumps of aileron to 

keep the wings level to maintain 

straight lines. Bumps are also used 

to bank the wings slightly and cause 

an airplane to drift to the left or to 

the right (Figure 1).   

As long as the bumps are not too 

large or held in, the airplane wonôt 

lose altitude after a bump, so there 

is no need for elevator when making 

small course changes.   

(Note: If the airplane features a 

symmetrical airfoil wing, the course 

change after an aileron bump will 

tend to be more gradual. To affect a 

more deliberate course change with 

a symmetrical wing airplane, the 

pilot must also pull a little up -

elevator, and perform a mini proce-

dure turn [Figure 2].)     

Mastering Straight Lines & Course Adjustments 

FIGURE 1: Straight lines are maintained using 

small (brief) aileron bumps to keep the wings 

level. Small course changes are made using a 

small bump of aileron (in and out) to bank the 

wings slightly   

FIGURE 2: Small course changes with symmet-

rical wing airplanes entail briefly bumping the 

aileron (in and out) to bank the wings slightly, 

then holding in a small amount of up -elevator 

to effect a gentle turn.   

Because the bump is small, it must 

be applied and returned to neutral 

smoothly to give the airplane time to 

respond. Quickly jabbing the aileron 

will likely produce little or no re-

sponse. Keep in mind that the slight 

wing bank and gradual course 

change after a smooth, small bump 

may not be immediately obvious. 

You must pause for a few moments 

after each bump to be certain 

whether another bump is needed.   

 

Often, a single bump is enough. Re-

member, overcontrolling is usually 

not caused by aggressive inputs at 

first, but is the result of holding an 

input in too long, and occurs most 

often when pilots hold in their inputs 

waiting to see an obvious reaction of 

the airplane. As a rule, itôs better to 

make two separate bumps, rather 

than holding in the aileron.   

 

To be continued next month:  

tel:301-202-4074
mailto:rcfs@frontiernet.net
http://www.modelaviation.com/straightline
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October Club  

Meeting Minutes  
BY DOUG HARPER 

The meeting was called to order at 

7:37 PM by Board Member Jim 

McDaniel.  Jim asked for the intro-

duction of visitors, guests or new 

members.  Peter Denno last did mod-

els 40 years ago.  He hopes to get 

back into modeling soon.  Rick King 

from Indiana was visiting.  He flies 

just south of Muncie and might be 

moving to the DC area.  Mike Dipalo 

visited the field and found it to his 

liking.  He plans to fly helis.  

Events :  Andy Finizio reported that 

Octoberfest was a great success in 

spite of the weather.  There was 

plenty of food and two airplanes gave 

their all to a barrage of paint balls.  It 

turned out that the shooters were not 

that good but eventually did some 

mortal damage.  A foam F4U was 

destroyed but the second one will live 

to fly another year.  A good time was 

had by all.  

County Liaison :  Jim McDaniel re-

ported that the White Ground Road 

repair is now projected to take about 

8 months instead of a year.  

Indoor flying is scheduled again this 

year.  It should start in the November 

16 thru Feb 29 at the Soccerplex from 

11:45AM to 3:45PM.  

Field Maintenance :  Allan reported 

that the shelters have been reroofed 

by Don Addison and Tim Miller.   

They did a great job.  

Sound/Safety :  Walt/Nir had no re-

port.  

Flight Training :  Bill Garner reported 

that flight training has been on hold 

due to weather.  There may be one 

more date depending on weather.  

Membership/Newsletter :  Andy had 

no report.  

Raffle:   Nir presented a P51 BNF for 

tonightõs raffle.  Andy Kane donated 

two E -flite kits, a Funtana and a 4 -

site, both suitable for indoor flying for 

tonightõs raffle.  Sabrina Sanchez 

pulled the first winning ticket which 

was held by Jay Stargel who selected 

the 4-site.  The second ticket was held 

by David Farrara who picked the Fun-

tana.  The last ticket was held by 

Dave Garrison who picked the P51.  

Treasurerõs Report:  Doug wrote six 

checks in excess of $100.  He has a 

copy of the YTD treasurerõs report for 

anyone who wanted to see it.  

Model Shop:  Gus presented a 1933 

Vought F2U Command Corsair bi-

plane kit that he built from very terse 

plans published in 1984.  Gus was 

given this kit by Terry Lamb.  He 

plans to cover it in fabric and the 

wingspan is 72 inches.  He will power 

it with electric. He hopes it will come 

in around 14 or 15 pounds.  

George Arcay presented new approach 

to a power panel he uses at the field.  

Normally a power panel uses banana 

plugs but sometimes a starter has 

alligator clips on it.  He developed a 

pair of studs that he can use to con-

nect his clips to operate his starter.  

He also uses this to connect a battery 

charger.  He hopes to get DuBro to 

produce this item.  Finally he pre-

sented an RC pilot log for recording 

flight time and other info on model 

airplanes.  He also gave away RK 

hats, free for the taking.  

New/Old Business :  Don Gray re-

ported that John Spalding suffered a 

fire in his shop and is in the hospital 

in Salisbury.  Don has an address for 

those who might want to contact him.  

Les Hamilton reported that the FAI 

website has reinstated the area where 

world records are listed.  He also re-

ported that Keith Klingenbiel had a 

serious injury at the Free State Field.  

Keith was working on a plane with a 

balky engine when he was hurt by the 

prop.  Keith is a very experienced 

flyer which just points out how impor-

tant safety is.  

Fred Nielsen announced that Bob 

Droege, a long-time member of DCRC, 

passed away last month.  

Dave Drazin has received two compli-

mentary tickets to the Commemora-

tive Airforce in Midland Texas for 

anyone who would like them.  

Andy Kane announced that the NVRC 

auction is tomorrow at Clifton High 

School. 

Election :  Tonight is the election for 

three new Board Members.  Jim in-

vited the five candidates to address 

the membership if they chose to.  

Dave Drazin indicated that he is 

pleased that five people are running.  

He pointed out that he is the club li-

brarian and maintains a list of videos.  

He has also helped with events by 

hosting the rubber band flyoff for the 

kids.  

Jim Fisher considers it an honor to be 

nominated.  He has modeled since he 

was eight and is now very active 

again.  He committed to work hard for 

the Board if elected.  He feels the club 

is run very well and will do what he 

can to continue that.  

Bill Garner has been a member of the 

club for about 8 years and has enjoyed 

being part of the hobby and interact-

ing with the members.  He loves to 

design and build models and has been 

active with the flight training.  He 

will do his best to help if elected.  

Rick Steffey has been active with 

flight instruction and a member of the 

club for three years.  He would like to 

see our website be more visible.  

Jose Sanchez has been a member of 

the club for seven years and has en-

joyed interacting with the members.  

He would contribute any way he can if 

elected. 

Jim thanked Dave McQueeney, Scott 

Davies and Andy Finizio for their ser-

vice to the Board.  Jim spoke in glow-

ing terms about their contribution.  

The membership cast its ballots for the 

new Board members.  Jim announced 

that Dave Drazin, Jim Fisher, and Jose 

Sanchez are the three new Board mem-

bers who received a warm round of ap-

plause from the membership.  

Program :  The program tonight is the 

DVD on flying the P51D from a pilot in 

New Zealand.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15PM.  
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The meeting, held at the home of Jim 
McDaniel, was called to order by Vice-
President Scott Davies at 7:13 PM.  In 
attendance were Allan Hoffman, Andy 
Kane, Jim McDaniel, Walt Gallaugher, 
Doug Harper, Andy Kane, Jose Sanchez, 
Scott Davies, Tom Pfarr, Jim Fisher, Nir 
Schweizer and Dave Drazin. 

New Business: 

The first order of business was to induct 
the new Board Members and elect a 
President for 2012.  Scott called for nomi-
nees and accepted a nomination of Jim 
McDaniel by Walt Gallaugher.  Jim was 
elected unanimously. 

Jim welcomed new Board Members Jim 
Fisher, Dave Drazin, and Jose Sanchez.  
He thanked outgoing Board Members 
Andy Finizio, Dave McQueeney, and Scott 
Davies for their hard work.  Their efforts 
are much appreciated.  

Jim then moved to filling the other offices 
and jobs on the Board.  Walt Gallaugher 
was nominated for Vice-President and 
elected unanimously.  Doug Harper was 
asked to continue in the job of Recording 
Secretary and Treasurer.  All agreed.  
Andy Kane was nominated again to be 
Membership Secretary and Newsletter 
Editor.  He was elected unanimously.  
Jose Sanchez expressed an interest in 
Membership Secretary job.  Andy will 
work with him to transfer his duties during 
2012.  The Board agreed to this plan. 

Jim Fisher expressed an interest in assist-
ing Jim McDaniel in the County Liaison 
role.  Jim and the Board agreed to this.  
Jim Fisher also expressed an interest in 
Public Relations.  Walt Gallaugher indi-
cated that he thought the Events Coordi-
nator role is very closely related to Public 
Relations and County Liaison.  Jim 
McDaniel accepted this role again this 
year with the proviso that he will enlist 
help from Jim Fisher. 

Dave Drazin volunteered to be this yearôs 
Events Coordinator.  The Board accepted 
this offer. 

Allan Hoffman agreed to continue as Field 
Maintenance Coordinator again this year.  
The Board accepted his offer. 

Jim Fisher volunteered to become the 
Awards Coordinator for 2012.  The Board 

BOARD MEETING  

MINUTES   OCTOBER 

2011  

Let me introduce our 

new members this 

month.  

Peter Denno  Gaithersburg, MD 

 

 

Remember to show or wear your club 

card when using the field. 

New Members  
Andy Kane Membership Secretary  

accepted his offer.  Jim also volunteered 
to become the Flight Instruction Coordina-
tor for 2012.  The Board welcomed his 
offer. 

Tom Pfarr agreed to continue as Web-
master/Club Photographer for 2012.  Jim 
McDaniel asked Tom to get with Rick 
Steffey who has some ideas for the DCRC 
web site. 

Nir agreed to continue as the coordinator 
for Sound/Safety for 2012.   The Board 
accepted this offer.  Nir will also continue 
running the meeting raffle.  Jim asked Nir 
to forward the raffle to Andy for inclusion 
in the newsletter. 

Jim passed a signup sheet to the Board 
members for meeting dates and locations.  
He also asked the new members to verify 
their addresses and phone numbers.  Jim 
also asked Walt Gallaugher as VP to get 
with Doug to audit the books. 

Committee Reports: 

Community & Public Relations & County 
Liaison:  Jim McDaniel.  Indoor flying is on 
again this year, Nov 16 thru Feb 29.  White 
Ground Road is now supposed to be com-
pleted by March.  The club meeting room 
has been retained again for this coming 
year. 
Sound & Safety:  The Board will ask the 
County to post a sign at the field entrance 
making our field a ñno smokingò facility. 

Field Maintenance:  Allan Hoffman.  The 
shelter roofing has been completed.   Allan 
wanted to thank Tim Miller for his help.  The 
transmitter impound was also repaired. 

Flight Instruction:  Michael Peizer.  No re-
port. 
Events & Awards:  Andy Finizio.  No report. 

Treasurer:  Doug Harper reported that he 
wrote six checks over $100 since the last 
meeting.  He also presented a year-end 
treasurerôs report to the Board.  Doug then 
presented the tentative 2012 budget to the 
Board for their approval.  The budget was 
unanimously approved and will be published 
in next monthôs newsletter. 

Membership & Newsletter:  Andy Kane.  
Andy welcomed help from Jose on taking 
over the Membership Secretary job. 

Web Master:  Tom Pfarr.  The website is up 
for renewal next month.  

Old Business:   None. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30PM. 

John Worth, 13th President of the AMA 

and a noted modeler passed away 23 

Oct. His family has set up a website in 

tribute to John that's well 

worth a visit. 

www.johnworth.net  

http://www.johnworth.net/


to the Bealeton Flyin bringing it to a 

positive $414 instead of a loss.  Many 

thanks to Andy Kane and Jim McDaniel 

for their good work.  Doug also pre-

sented the YTD Budget Report for 2012 

to the Board.  This also included the 

value of our checking and savings ac-

counts. 

Membership:   Jose is in the process of 

getting the membership database from 

Andy.  They will continue to work to-

gether to transition this job to Jose.  

Andy is targeting March 1 to make this 

happen.  Jose will look into procuring a 

laminating machine and the Board ap-

proved this expenditure.  Andy uses 

window envelopes preprinted by Min-

uteman Press.  Jim Fisher suggested we 

look at opensource.org free software 

which works with Microsoft software to 

maintain the membership data.  Jose 

will pursue this.  Dave Drazin asked if 

we could produce an updated DCRC 

roster.  Andy indicated that he has a 

new roster available to any member who 

requests one. 

Andy reported that we have 48 member 

renewals to date.  Andy will look at our 

membership to see how many youth 

members we have.  

Newsletter :  Andy Kane.  We will con-

tinue publishing our newsletters as of-

ten as content warrants.  Last year we 

had six newsletters.  Andy raised the 

question of whether we should continue 

the printed version which is sent to a 

diminishing number of Club members.  

Andy will be doing a December newslet-

ter.  

Web Master:   Tom Pfarr.  No report.  

New Business:   Andy Kane will order 

Board of Director shirts for the three 

new Board Members.  Jim Fisher sug-

gested that the Club offer shirts, hats, 

etc., to Club members on an as -ordered 

basis. 

Andy Kane suggested we appoint a com-

mittee to review the current Club by-

laws to see if there is a need for updat-

ing.   The last time the bylaws were 

amended was 2006. 

We have been approached by an RC 

model boat club with the prospect of 

them becoming part of DCRC.  Jim will 

continue to discuss this with them and 

will report back to the Board.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00PM.  
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The meeting, held at the Soccerplex 

after the first indoor flyin, was called 

to order by President Jim McDaniel at 

4:20PM.  In attendance were Jose 

Sanchez, Dave Drazin, Andy Kane, 

Jim McDaniel, Doug Harper, Walt 

Gallaugher, Nir Schweizer, and Jim 

Fisher.  

Committee Reports:  

President:   Jim McDaniel will distrib-

ute an email to all the Board Mem-

bers with meeting and program dates.  

We renewed the Board of Directors 

Liability Coverage as well as the 

rental on the County Office Building 

meeting room for 2012.  

Mike Peizer has resigned effective 

today from the Board due to other 

obligations.  The Board wants to 

thank Mike for his dedicated service 

over many years, especially in the 

flight instruction area as well as his 

expertise in the audio/visual area.  

Mike has one remaining year in his 

term on the Board.  Jim plans to ap-

point someone to serve out Mikeõs 

term in the near future.  

Vice President :  Walt reported that he 

audited the books and everything is in 

good shape.    

Walt plans to create a list of programs 

for the coming year.  This will be 

given to Andy for the Newsletter.  He 

will also include the raffle for each 

month.  

Community & Public Relations & County 

Liaison:  Jim McDaniel. No report. 

Sound & Safety:   Nir Schweizer will 

update the Designated Pilot Profi-

ciency Test Conductors list on the web 

site.  

Field Maintenance:   Allan Hoffman.  

Allan was absent tonight due to a new 

addition to the Hoffman family, a new 

baby girl.  

Flight Instruction/Awards:   Jim 

Fisher is studying ways to improve 

the flight instruction section of the 

web site.  He is preparing the sched-

ule for 2012 and will post it.  He is 

attempting to get more Club members 

involved as well as attract more stu-

dents into the program.  He is talking 

to scout troops and various schools for 

example to generate interest.  

Jim is looking at the April awards meeting 

with a goal of creating some new awards.  

He is also looking at the legacy awards to 

see if we can make them a bit more fun.  

Jim asked the Board to give him sugges-

tions of people in the Club who might be 

candidates for an award as well as addi-

tional award categories. 

Events:   Dave Drazin reviewed the 

proposed events for 2012 with the 

Board.  Dave asked for clarification 

from the Board regarding Montgom-

ery County permit rules for preparing 

food.  Jim McDaniel indicated that 

Montgomery Co still requires a permit 

for food preparation.  Because of this, 

we will probably continue having food 

catered at our events.  Dave asked the 

Board for ideas of how to improve 

events, especially County Apprecia-

tion Day.  Jim Fisher has a friend who 

provides DJ services who has volun-

teered to come to our events and pro-

vide music.  Doug reported that we 

have money in the budget for events 

that we donõt always spend.  Dave will 

make a special effort to advertise our 

events in the newsletter and on the 

web site.  

We have paid the Soccerplex for the 

indoor flying dates again this year.  

The flying time is 11:45AM to 3:45PM 

each Wednesday from Nov 16 to Feb 

29.  We may have an opportunity to 

hold adhoc flyins on a few dates as 

available.  

Dave reported that there will be a 

holiday party again this year with a 

gift exchange among those who want 

to participate.  Of course there will be 

refreshments for all.  Dave is reaching 

out to other club members to help 

with planning for this event.  

Treasurer:   Doug Harper reported 

that he has written five checks over 

$100 since the last Board Meeting.  

He also reported that there was an 

amendment to the 2011 books based 

on a refund from Bealeton Flying Cir-

cus of $720.  This resulted in a change 

November Board 

Meeting Minutes  
BY DOUG HARPER 
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Come and join the DCRC Club for a sea-
son full of indoor flying November thru 

the end of February at the Discovery 
Sports Indoor Arena  

 The foundationôs goal was to develop 
a state of the art multi -sport indoor facility 
to compliment the Maryland Soccer-
Plex.   What better sponsor than the kid -

powered Discovery Communications to sup-
port  a 66,000 square foot complex.   From 
leagues, clinics, and  camps to  conferences, 
parties and indoor Radio Control model fly-
ing. The centerôs possibilities are endless.  

Picture a 46,000 square foot arena floor en-
compassing eight basketball and/or volley-
ball courts on a lined urethane surface from 
March to November.   In November, two syn-

thetic turf fields are rolled out.   

Discovery Sports Center  

18031 Central Park Circle  

Boyds, MD   20841 
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November  

5 DCRC Training 

18 DCRC Club Meeting 

December  

 

16   Holiday Party 

 

Indoor flying at Soccerplex   

every Wednesday  11:45  till 3:45 pm 

 

Calendar of Events 2011  

DCRC "PROPOSED" OPERATIONS BUDGET FOR  

FISCAL YEAR NOVEMBER 1, 2011 through OCTOBER 31,2012  

SUBMITTED BY THE 2011  BOARD OF DIRECTORS October 26, 2011  

APPROVED BY THE 2012  BOARD OF DIRECTORS October 26, 2011 

DCRC Events 

& Happenings  
by David Drazin  

 At the December meeting 

we will have the traditional Holiday 

gift exchange event.  If you bring a 

gift, youõll get a gift.  Remember 

that the gifts should cost no more 

than $10 or $15.  The rules will be 

explained at the meeting, and it will 

be a fun event.  

 Indoor flying has started at 

the SoccerPlex and we are planning 

an Indoor Fun Fly .  The date will 

be Wed Jan 25, 2012.  The events 

will be fastest/slowest flyer around 

a course.  The best precision flying, 

and any other events we can make 

up.  (If you have any other ideas, 

email me - dhdraz@gmail.com .)  

Weõll be giving prizes to the win-

ners!!  



First Class Mail  

November/December 

2011 

Andy Kane/Newsletter Editor  

305 Natick Court  

Silver Spring, MD 20905  

E-mail: dcrceditor@aol.com  

One of the oldest and largest RC 

clubs in the US.  

And now an AMA Gold Leader Club  

District of Columbia 

Radio Control Club 

www.dc-rc.org 


