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My name is Bruce Carlton. I was born 

and raised in the San Francisco Bay 

Area of California where I went to 

high school and college.   I majored in 

Chinese in college and spent two 

years in the Far East.   Once I gradu-

ated, because of my language ability, 

it wasnõt long before the Federal Gov-

ernment picked up my option.  It was 

the job that brought me back to the 

East Coast and this area.  

 That was over thirty years ago.   Over 

that period of time my wife and I 

raised two daughters.   After a few 

moves we ended up in Gaithers-

burg.   A little over two years ago I 

retired from the Federal Government 

and went to work for a small company 

in  Nor thern Vi rg in ia ,  do ing 

òconsulting.ó  Since then I have had a 

little more free time to devote to my 

hobbies:  R/C and Ham Radio.   None-

theless, I am always careful to main-

tain a balance between hobbies and 

the home front.   As Iõm sure you all 

know, one must always take into ac-

count the òSpousal Factor.ó  If the 

spousal factor rises too high and gets 

out of balance, hobby enjoyment suf-

fers.    

 Iõve always been interested in model 

aviation; pretty much anything that 

was produced and flew from the early 

years of flight to the end of WWII.  

 My father built free flight and control 

line models when he was young, but 

had to give up most of that when I 

and my brothers and sisters came 

along.  So when I began to show inter-

est in the hobby, he 

was pretty happy to 

have an excuse to 

start visiting the 

h o b b y  s h o p 

again.   Without an 

Internet to search for 

models and supplies 

we would head down 

on Saturdays to 

Rootõs Hobby Shop on 

Telegraph Avenue in 

Oakland.  

 In those days none of 

us had much money 

so we stuck to free 

flight and control 

line.   I built lots of 

Guillow, Sterling, and TopFlight kits, 

either rubber band powered or 1/2A 

powered craft.   I got pretty good at 

starting those little engines, tuning 

them by ear.   Although they were 

small, they turned at an impressive 

15000 rpm and could give you a nasty 

cut.   The cuts didnõt feel any better 

when you spilled glow fuel on them on 

a cold and blustery Bay Area morn-

ing.  

 Since there were no clubs close by, 

my brothers and I would ride our 

bikes to a nearby vacant lot or play-

ground to fly.   In the beginning, due to 

a lack of skill and instruction, most of 

(Continued on page 7) 

DCRC Member in the Spotlight  

BRUCE  CARLSON  

Carden 300 30% Extra, powered by a Zenoah G62, with 

Spectrum reciever  
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February Club  

Meeting Minutes  
BY DOUG HARPER 

The meeting was called to order at 

7:43PM by President Dave 

McQueeney.  Dave asked for the 

introduction of visitors and new 

members.  Guest Reed Martin was 

present and has been in the hobby 

for many years.  He particularly is 

interested in old ignition engines 

and would welcome any that people 

want to sell.  He also has many tro-

phies from back in the day.  

Dave announced the NVRC auction 

for March 13 this year.  Indoor fly-

ing is scheduled tomorrow at the 

West Potomac High School.  

Jay Stargel announced that May-

nard Hill, who is under the 

weather, sent his greetings to the 

Club.  

Raffle:   Nir brought a BNF Piper 

Cub indoor model for tonightõs raf-

fle.  The winning ticket was held by 

Jim Fisher.  The crowd expressed a 

goodly amount of disbelief.  

Treasurerõs Report:  Doug wrote one 

check in excess of $100.  He also 

had a copy of the YTD budget re-

port for anyone who wanted to see 

it.  

Events :  Andy Finizio is planning 

Opening Day which tentatively is 

April 16 this year.  This activity is 

supported by the Club and will fea-

ture lots of food and fun.  County 

Appreciation Day is also in the 

planning stages.  Andy is assessing 

whether this activity is of value to 

the Club given the amount of effort 

required to put it on.  There is a 

new requirement for a food license 

looming this year.  25 June is the 

tentative date.  

County Liaison : Nothing to report.  

Field Maintenance :  Allan reported 

that the field is open and ready to 

go.  He plans to do another rolling 

again this year.  We continue to look 

at ways to control the insects.  

Newsletter/Membership :  Nothing 

to report.  

Old Business :  Dave Drazin brought 

in a membership card holder that 

could be clipped to a piece of cloth-

ing.  

Don Gray asked if clubs and mem-

bers of AMA would have a chance to 

comment on the pending FAA stan-

dards for model aircraft.  Andy 

Kane, who is on the committee 

working on this activity, reported 

that it is still early in the process.  

By late summer, the AMA should 

have a draft set of rules and stan-

dards ready for review by the FAA.  

At that time, these items should be 

ready for review by the membership 

as well.  Since the focus of this effort 

is directed at commercial activities 

(like UAVs), we donõt expect signifi-

cant changes in how we operate 

models since that is considered a 

hobby activity.  This activity is be-

ing closely followed by the modeling 

community.  

Model Shop:  Reed Martin showed a 

model boat named So Big that is 

known as a òtetheró boat since it ran 

attached to a wire which attached in 

turn to a pivot.  Thus the boat ran 

in a circle around the pivot.  A simi-

lar system was used to run cars.  

The tether was 35 feet long and 

there were different classes depend-

ing on power and boat size.  These 

boats could go as fast as 175 mph 

and ran in the 1930s.  The boat he 

showed tonight used a Brown Jr. 

ignition engine and probably ran 

around 30 mph.  

Program:  Tonightõs program was 

prepared by Dave Harris and fea-

tured both full -scale and model fly-

ing at the Rhinebeck Aerodrome in 

New York.  This program met with 

great interest from all the members 

and was very well done.  

The meeting was adjourned at 

8:57PM.  

In preparation for our 

annual awards meeting 

scheduled for our April DCRC meet-

ing, I thought it would be a good 

idea to share some thoughts in ad-

vance so that folks can prepare for a 

fun filled meeting.  

  

First, I would like to ask if there are 

any club members that believe they 

qualify for the 25 years of continu-

ous DCRC membership.   If so, 

p l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  m e 

atscott.davies@verizon.net  and let 

me know.  

Next, I would like ask the member-

ship to consider providing appropri-

ate ôspecialõ awards.  These ôspecialõ 

awards can be bestowed on a DCRC 

member by any other DCRC mem-

ber.  As an example in years past, a 

ôSADõ patch has been given to more 

than one of our illustrious DCRC 

members.  For those unfamiliar 

with the SAD patch it stands for 

ôSociety of Aircraft Demolishersõ. 

In summary, awards can be serious 

or funny and can be provided by any 

DCRC members to any other DCRC 

member.   So, if you know of anyone 

deserving such an honor, please get 

the required materials together and 

let me know so that I can include 

you on the Award schedule agenda 

for the April meeting.  

  

Thanks and happy building (and 

indoor flying) until springé. 

  

Scott Davies  

Cell:   (301) 641-5590 

April Awards 

Meeting  
BY SCOTT DAVIES  

mailto:scott.davies@verizon.net
tel:%28301%29%20641-5590
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The February meeting, held at the 

home of Dave McQueeney, was 

called to order by President 

McQueeney at 7:00 PM.  In atten-

dance were Dave McQueeney, Dave 

Drazin, Allan Hoffman, Walt Gal-

laugher, Andy Kane, Tom Pfarr, 

Scott Davies, Doug Harper, Jim 

McDaniel, Gus Crosetto, Andy 

Finizio and Nir Schweizer.  

Committee Reports:  

Community & Public Relations & County 

Liaison:  Jim McDaniel (See Events and 

Awards). 

Jim announced that the bridge on White 

Ground Road is now permitted for repair.  

This bridge could be closed for as long as 

18 months. 

Sound & Safety:   Nir Schweizer rec-

ommended that all DCRC members 

contact our Congressional members 

to support the proposed bill to ex-

empt model aviation from any pro-

posed FAA rule changes.  This can 

be done by linking our website to 

the AMA site where a suggested 

letter exists.  Tom announced that 

this had already been done.  

Dave asked Nir to make give a brief 

sound and safety update at the next 

meeting.  

Field Maintenance/Improvement:   

Allan Hoffman intends to roll the 

field before Opening Day, weather 

permitting.  Allan will look at the 

runway cracks to see if they need 

repair.  We continue to seek solu-

tions to the bugs.  Walt Gallaugher 

suggested we consider replacing the 

open shelters to bring them up to 

the same standard as the other fa-

cilities at the field.  Allen will look 

into a budget estimate to do this.  

Flight Instruction:  Andy Finizio has de-

termined that Ed Leibolt and Gus 

Crosetto will be running the flight in-

struction program this year.  All the 

equipment has been checked and in work-

ing order.  Andy has received five volun-

teers and thinks he may get some more as 

helpers.  He will pass these names to the 

flight instruction team. 

Gus Crosetto presented a concept to aug-

ment our current flight training program.  

His goal is to promote RC flying as well 

as for DCRC to provide community ser-

vice in the process.  In addition it would 

be self funded and provide education to 

youths and provide jobs for community 

members.  He presented a detailed plan of 

how such a program could be structured.  

The Board encouraged Gus to continue 

looking at this idea and get some addi-

tional operational details such as funding 

sources. 

Events:   Andy Finizio is considering 

April 16 for Opening Day.  County 

Appreciation Day is tentatively 

June 25.  Octoberfest is scheduled 

for the first Sunday in October, the 

second.  Bealeton is scheduled for 

Sept. 9-11, the weekend after Labor 

Day. 

Andy Finizio believes that the 

County is now requiring a permit to 

serve food at public events like 

County Appreciation Day.  It is be-

lieved that such a permit could cost 

between $300 and $500.  This reve-

lation led to a considerable discus-

sion of the value of County Appre-

ciation Day as well as the impor-

tance of having food at such an 

event.  After much discussion, it 

was determined that holding this 

event is still of great importance to 

DCRC, even without food.  Based on 

a need for more information on this 

subject, it was decided that Jim 

McDaniel get more details from the 

County and that the Board could 

resume this discussion at the next 

Board meeting.  

Dave Drazin indicated that he is 

looking for other sources of low cost 

advertising as well as the òmass 

launchó that is so popular at County 

Appreciation Day.  He will report 

back at the next meeting.  Dave also 

asked if we could have a table at the 

event with DCRC information avail-

able.  This idea was very popular.  

February Board 

Meeting Minutes  
BY DOUG HARPER 

Awards: Scott Davies is preparing 

awards for the April club meeting.  

He will solicit ideas for awards from 

the membership and Board.  He 

will also give out flight training solo 

awards.  

Treasurer:   Doug Harper reported 

that one check over $100 was writ-

ten since last month.  He also pro-

vided a YTD budget report to each 

member.  

Membership & Newsletter:   Andy 

Kane reported that he has the Club 

Recharter ready to be submitted.  

He is applying for an IMAA sanc-

tion for Bealeton.  It was suggested 

that we commemorate the 10 th  an-

niversary of 9/11.  

Web Master:   Tom Pfarr has pro-

vided a link to AMA for support of 

the bill to exclude modelers from 

the proposed FAA rules.  

Old Business:  Dave McQueeney did 

review the use of name tags at the 

last member meeting.  Most mem-

bers seemed to think this was a 

good idea and should be imple-

mented.  Dave moved that display 

of badges be required by all mem-

bers while at the field.   The motion 

was unanimously carried.  Dave 

asked Andy to put a notice in the 

newsletter and for Tom to put a no-

tice on the website.  

Andy reported that there were two 

congressional members who sub-

mitted a bill to exempt modelers 

from any proposed FAA bill regulat-

ing unpiloted aircraft.  This bill has 

passed the Senate and will be voted 

on by the House (see Webmaster for 

additional info).  

 

New Business:   Nir showed a flyer 

from a local club selling raffle tick-

ets to raise money for that club.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 

PM.  
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 The meeting was 

called to order at 7:43PM 

by Vice-President Scott 

Davies.  Scott asked for 

introduction of visitors or 

guests.  Grant Peacock 

was present as a guest.  

Events :  Dave Fepelstein 

announced that Opening 

Day is scheduled for April 

16 this year.  There will 

be a funfly.  

Flight Training :  Ed Lei-

bolt and Gus Crosetto 

met at the field to discuss 

flight training for this year.  They now 

have all the gear and are in the proc-

ess of testing for the upcoming season.  

Ed has a schedule for the coming year 

and will publish it in the newsletter 

and website.  Ed is looking for any 

pilots he can find for instructing and 

helping in the pit.  They are looking 

into procuring an electric trainer this 

year.  Younger students might find 

the electric safer and easier to fly.  

They plan to publicize more this year 

for students, especially younger ones.  

Raffle:   No raffle tonight.   

Treasurerõs Report:  Doug wrote no 

checks in excess of $100. 

Model Shop:  Gus Crosetto presented 

his Storch ARF from Maxford.  He 

found there was still a good bit of 

work to be done to com-

plete it.  It has flaps and 

ailerons and uses a 3 cell 

lithium battery.  The 

Storch was a STOL air-

craft and widely used by 

the Luftwaffe during 

WWII.    One nice feature is the work-

ing shock absorbers on the landing 

gear.  It weighs a little over 2 lbs and 

uses a 60 amp speed control with a 48 

inch wingspan.   It also has working 

leading edge slats.  He had to use 

some nose weight to balance it.  He 

plans to fly it soon.  

Let me introduce our 

new members this 

month.  

Phu Nguyen  Silver Spring, MD 

Gary Weber, Gaithersburg, MD 

 

Remember to show or wear your club 

card when using the field. 

New Members  
Andy Kane Membership Secretary  

Club Meeting 

Minutes March 
BY DOUG HARPER 

Harry Grattan III, a long time member, 

presented a 

plan built 

by Jack 

A n g l i n 

called a 

S u p e r 

Sportsman.  

It uses a .60 

engine and 

is covered 

in red/

white/blue monocote.  Harry brought 

the plane to the meeting in order to 

donate it to the club in Jackõs name.  

Harry talked about how many good 

friends he has in DCRC and how much 

he valued that relationship.  

Old Business :  Dave Draizin brought 

blank nametags to the meeting and can 

make tags for anyone who wants one.  

Ed Leibolt asked if there was any news 

on the FAA situation.  Scot mentioned 

that, for those who have not done it, 

there is a link on the AMA website to 

allow us to let our representatives 

know we support model aviation.  

Program:  Tonightõs pro-

gram is a DVD called 

Black Sky ð Winning the X

-Prize from the Discovery 

Channel provided  by Walt 

Gallaugher.  It covered the 

Burt Rutan plane that he 

developed to win this prize 

for the first manned aircraft to go into 

space.  The DVD was enthusiastically 

received. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:57PM.  
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Florida Jets and 

Beyond 2011 
By Andy Kane  

 Florida Jets 2011 has normally 

held at the Lakeland Airport, back taxi-

way, but this year it was moved to a 

different location on the airport. Event 

coordinator Frank Tiano from ZAP 

Model Products was able to secure a 

grass site which was improved to allow 

the operation of jets. The new site was 

good for jets, but did have some issues 

with pit and crowd separation.  I think 

that more participants showed this year 

and the pits were overflowing.  

I am sure that in the coming years of 

Top Gun, Florida Jets and Monster 

Planes, all to be held at this location,  

site improvements will make this a bet-

ter and safer site for these events.  

As always the winds in FL were strong  

but this time right down the runway for 

all 3 days.  This allowed all pilots to 

take advanatage of the beautiful blue 

skies and sunny days in Central FL.  

The event was visited buy our club 

members, Andy Finizio, Andy Herold, 

Andy Kane, and Dave McQueeney.  

Many beautiful aircraft were flown and 

some unique planes were that as well.  

Our member Andy Herold brought 2  

brand new Futura models.  They both 

had a themed finish,  òToy Storyó.  Buzz 

Lightyear and Sherriff Woody filled the 

skies.  Andyõs toyõs  sure did make a 

great impression.  They were the most 

photographed planes at the event.  Kids 

of all ages enjoyed the theme and they 

brought smiles to many a small child.   

The plane was awarded the best sport 

plane at the event.  

 A great event and if youõve never been 

itõs a really good time to get out of the 

cold and head south.  I was also able to 

Attend the Venice IMAC contest  and 

The Cape Coral Big Bird fly in.  Both 

great events and the weather really co-

operated this year.  If you can make the 

trek to Southwest Florida in march to 

take in some of these events.  

 

Back to the cold!!!  

2 little kids waiting for their ice cream  

Buzz Lightyear to Infinity and Beyond  

Andyõs Toyõs 

Allan and Andy get some Cub time in 

Cape Coral, FL  

The News-Press covers  the Cape Coral event  

AMA Officials attend the event  

It wasnõt all flying, now was it? 

Marlin Husted past 

DCRC member  


